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SUMMER READING FOR STUDENTS ENTERING 8th GRADE 

Directions:  While we would encourage you to read as many books as you can this summer, you are only 
required to choose ONE from the list below.  Please read the book you have selected and complete the attached 
graphic organizer.  When you return to school in September, your 8th grade English teacher will use some time 
in the first two weeks of class to review the book that you have read.  This will give you the opportunity to ask 
any questions before handing the graphic organizer in on SEPTEMBER 26, 2018.  This assignment will count 
as a quiz grade. 

NONFICTION: 

Breakaway: Beyond the Goal 

by Alex Morgan 

Get inspired to be your best—in sports and in life—with this uplifting memoir from star soccer player and 
Olympic gold medalist Alex Morgan that includes eight pages of full-color photos as well as book jacket that 
doubles as a poster! 
 
As a talented and successful female athlete, Alex Morgan is a role model to thousands of girls who want to be 
their best, not just in soccer, but in other sports and in life. The story of her path to success, from playing in the 
2011 Women’s World Cup, to winning gold in the 2012 London Olympics, to ranking as one of the National 
Team’s top scorers, will inspire everyone who reads it. 
 
From her beginnings with the American Youth Soccer Organization to her key role in the 2015 Women’s World 
Cup, Alex shares the details that made her who she is today: a fantastic role model and athlete who proudly 
rocks a pink headband. 

Enchanted Air: Two Cultures, Two Wings, A Memoir 

by Margarita Engle 

In this poetic memoir, which won the Pura Belpré Author Award, was a YALSA Nonfiction Finalist, and was 
named a Walter Dean Myers Award Honoree, acclaimed author Margarita Engle tells of growing up as a child 
of two cultures during the Cold War. 
 
Margarita is a girl from two worlds. Her heart lies in Cuba, her mother’s tropical island country, a place so lush 
with vibrant life that it seems like a fairy tale kingdom. But most of the time she lives in Los Angeles, lonely in 
the noisy city and dreaming of the summers when she can take a plane through the enchanted air to her beloved 
island. Words and images are her constant companions, friendly and comforting when the children at school are 
not. 
 
Then a revolution breaks out in Cuba. Margarita fears for her far-away family. When the hostility between Cuba 
and the United States erupts at the Bay of Pigs Invasion, Margarita’s worlds collide in the worst way possible. 
How can the two countries she loves hate each other so much? And will she ever get to visit her beautiful island 
again? 



Unbroken (The Young Adult Adaptation): An Olympian's Journey from Airman to Castaway to Captive  
by Laura Hillenbrand 

The #1 New York Times bestseller, which is also a major motion picture directed by Angelina Jolie, has 
now been adapted by the author for young adults. Beautifully illustrated throughout, this riveting 
biography includes more than 100 black-and-white photos, as well as exclusive content, "In 
Conversation," with Laura Hillenbrand and Louie Zamperini. 
 
On a May afternoon in 1943, an American military plane crashed into the Pacific Ocean and disappeared, 
leaving only a spray of debris and a slick of oil, gasoline, and blood. Then, on the ocean surface, a face 
appeared. It was that of a young lieutenant, the plane’s bombardier, who was struggling to a life raft and pulling 
himself aboard. So began one of the most extraordinary sagas of the Second World War. 
  
The lieutenant’s name was Louis Zamperini. As a boy, he had been a clever delinquent, breaking into houses, 
brawling, and stealing. As a teenager, he had channeled his defiance into running, discovering a supreme talent 
that carried him to the Berlin Olympics. But when war came, the athlete became an airman, embarking on a 
journey that led to his doomed flight, a tiny raft, and a drift into the unknown. 
  
Ahead of Zamperini lay thousands of miles of open ocean, leaping sharks, a sinking raft, thirst and starvation, 
enemy aircraft, and, beyond, a trial even greater. Driven to the limits of endurance, Zamperini would respond to 
desperation with ingenuity, suffering with hope and humor, brutality with rebellion. His fate, whether triumph 
or tragedy, would hang on the fraying wire of his will. 
  
In this captivating young adult edition of her award-winning #1 New York Times bestseller, Laura Hillenbrand 
tells the story of a man’s breathtaking odyssey and the courage, cunning, and fortitude he found to endure and 
overcome. Lavishly illustrated with more than one hundred photographs and featuring an exclusive interview 
with Zamperini, Unbroken will introduce a new generation to one of history’s most thrilling survival epics. 

The Omnivore’s Dilemma: Young Reader’s Edition 

by Michael Pollan 

“What’s for dinner?” seemed like a simple question—until journalist and supermarket detective Michael Pollan 
delved behind the scenes. From fast food and big organic to small farms and old-fashioned hunting and 
gathering, this young readers’ adaptation of Pollan’s famous food-chain exploration encourages kids to consider 
the personal and global health implications of their food choices. 

In a smart, compelling format with updated facts, plenty of photos, graphs, and visuals, as well as a new 
afterword and backmatter, The Omnivore’s Dilemma serves up a bold message to the generation that needs it 
most: It’s time to take charge of our national eating habits—and it starts with you 

 

 

http://www.amazon.com/Laura-Hillenbrand/e/B000APTZYM/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
http://www.amazon.com/Laura-Hillenbrand/e/B000APTZYM/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1


Fiction: 

The Raft  

by S. A. Bodeen 

 

Robie is an experienced traveler. She's taken the flight from Honolulu to the Midway Atoll, a group of Pacific 
islands where her parents live, many times. When she has to get to Midway in a hurry after a visit with her aunt 
in Hawaii, she gets on the next cargo flight at the last minute. She knows the pilot, but on this flight, there's a 
new co-pilot named Max. All systems are go until a storm hits during the flight. The only passenger, Robie 
doesn't panic until the engine suddenly cuts out and Max shouts at her to put on a life jacket. They are over 
miles of Pacific Ocean. She sees Max struggle with a raft. 

 
And then . . . she's in the water. Fighting for her life. Max pulls her onto the raft, and that's when the real terror 
begins. They have no water. Their only food is a bag of Skittles. There are sharks. There is an island. But there's 
no sign of help on the way.  
 
The Raft is a thrilling novel of survival from award-winning author S.A. Bodeen. 
 
The Iron Trial (Book One of Magisterium)  
By Holly Black and Cassandra Clare  

From NEW YORK TIMES bestselling authors Holly Black and Cassandra Clare comes a riveting new series 
that defies what you think you know about the world of magic. 
 
Most kids would do anything to pass the Iron Trial. 
Not Callum Hunt. He wants to fail. 
All his life, Call has been warned by his father to stay away from magic. If he succeeds at the Iron Trial and is 
admitted into the Magisterium, he is sure it can only mean bad things for him. 
So he tries his best to do his worst - and fails at failing. 
Now the Magisterium awaits him. It's a place that's both sensational and sinister, with dark ties to his past and a 
twisty path to his future. 
The Iron Trial is just the beginning, for the biggest test is still to come . . . 

 
From the remarkable imaginations of bestselling authors Holly Black and Cassandra Clare comes a 
heart-stopping, mind-blowing, pulse-pounding plunge into the magical unknown. 

 

 

 

http://www.amazon.com/S.-A.-Bodeen/e/B001JP4F2O/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
http://www.amazon.com/S.-A.-Bodeen/e/B001JP4F2O/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
http://www.amazon.com/Holly-Black/e/B001H6GPWS/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
http://www.amazon.com/Cassandra-Clare/e/B001JRXWE4/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_2


The Running Dream (Schneider Family Book Award - Teen Book Winner) 

by Wendelin Van Draanen 
 

Jessica thinks her life is over when she loses a leg in a car accident. She's not comforted by the news that she'll 
be able to walk with the help of a prosthetic leg. Who cares about walking when you live to run? 
 
As she struggles to cope with crutches and a first cyborg-like prosthetic, Jessica feels oddly both in the spotlight 
and invisible. People who don't know what to say, act like she's not there. Which she could handle better if she 
weren't now keenly aware that she'd done the same thing herself to a girl with CP named Rosa. A girl who is 
going to tutor her through all the math she's missed. A girl who sees right into the heart of her. 
 
With the support of family, friends, a coach, and her track teammates, Jessica may actually be able to run again. 
But that's not enough for her now. She doesn't just want to cross finish lines herself—she wants to take Rosa 
with her. 

 

Eighth Grade Bites (Chronicles of Vladimir Tod, Book 1)  

by Heather Brewer 
 
Vlad has to keep his vampire urges under control while dealing with the pressures of middle school. 
Thirteen-year-old Vladimir Tod really hates junior high. Bullies harass him, the principal is dogging him, and 
the girl he likes prefers his best friend. Oh, and Vlad has a secret: His mother was human, but his father was a 
vampire. With no idea of the extent of his powers, Vlad struggles daily with his blood cravings and his enlarged 
fangs. When a substitute teacher begins to question him a little too closely, Vlad worries that his cover is about 
to be blown. But then he faces a much bigger problem: He’s being hunted by a vampire killer. 
 
Legend  

by Marie Lu 
 
What was once the western United States is now home to the Republic, a nation perpetually at war with its 
neighbors. Born into an elite family in one of the Republic's wealthiest districts, fifteen-year-old June is a 
prodigy being groomed for success in the Republic's highest military circles. Born into the slums, 
fifteen-year-old Day is the country's most wanted criminal. But his motives may not be as malicious as they 
seem. 
 
From very different worlds, June and Day have no reason to cross paths - until the day June's brother, Metias, is 
murdered and Day becomes the prime suspect. Caught in the ultimate game of cat and mouse, Day is in a race 
for his family's survival, while June seeks to avenge Metias' death. But in a shocking turn of events, the two 
uncover the truth of what has really brought them together, and the sinister lengths their country will go to keep 
its secrets. 

http://www.amazon.com/Wendelin-Van-Draanen/e/B000APBY0A/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
http://www.amazon.com/Wendelin-Van-Draanen/e/B000APBY0A/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
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http://www.amazon.com/Heather-Brewer/e/B001IQXH82/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
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The False Prince: Book 1 of the Ascendance Trilogy  
 
by Jennifer A. Nielsen 

 

In this first book in a remarkable trilogy, an orphan is forced into a twisted game with deadly stakes. 

 

Choose to lie...or choose to die. 

 

In a discontent kingdom, civil war is brewing. To unify the divided people, Conner, a nobleman of the court, 

devises a cunning plan to find an impersonator of the king's long-lost son and install him as a puppet prince. 

Four orphans are recruited to compete for the role, including a defiant boy named Sage. Sage knows that 

Conner's motives are more than questionable, yet his life balances on a sword's point -- he must be chosen to 

play the prince or he will certainly be killed. But Sage's rivals have their own agendas as well. 

 

As Sage moves from a rundown orphanage to Conner's sumptuous palace, layer upon layer of treachery and 

deceit unfold, until finally, a truth is revealed that, in the end, may very well prove more dangerous than all of 

the lies taken together. 

 

An extraordinary adventure filled with danger and action, lies and deadly truths that will have readers clinging 

to the edge of their seats. 

 
 
 
 
 
**All book summaries were taken from Amazon.com 


